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Tuesday, March 3, 2020 
 
To:    The Kettering University Community 
Subject:  COVID-19 Coronavirus; Study Abroad; Temporary Travel Restrictions 
 
I hope this finds you well and know that we are working to help keep you so. The University’s top 
priority is always mitigating risk to the health and safety of our students, faculty and staff - on or off 
campus. 
I know many in our community are anxious or have family dealing with the global response to the 
COVID-19 coronavirus.  I begin by noting that as of this writing, no cases of COVID-19 have been 
reported at Kettering University or in the state of Michigan, however, we are closely monitoring relevant 
developments and reports for changes in status. 
University-Sponsored Travel 
Members of the Kettering Community, and more broadly in the US, are at vastly greater risk of serious 
health concerns from influenza (see below) than COVID-19, and this is expected to remain true for the 
foreseeable future.   
We are, however, committed to the health and safety of our community. So, in an abundance of caution 
and effective immediately and until further notice:  
• I am cancelling all University-sponsored travel for faculty, staff, and students to countries the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) identifies as Level 2 and Level 3 risks for the 
COVID-19 coronavirus (collectively referred to below as countries on “the list”). Countries currently 
at these levels are China, South Korea, Iran, Italy, and Japan, and it is expected that the list will grow 
in the future.  
• I am cancelling all University-sponsored travel to countries added to the list in the future upon the 
date of addition regardless of the state of planning or the nature of any commitments made in support 
of that travel. Previously issued approvals for any travel falling under this provision will be 
withdrawn effective the date of addition.  
• These restrictions also apply to all in-transit travel through affected locations.  
• Anyone planning future University-related travel overseas must follow existing approval processes as 
outlined by the Office of International Programs (OIP), observing any temporary restrictions imposed 
by the University, even those applied retrospectively.  
• All University-sponsored visits by individuals originating in or travelling through a listed country 
must be rescheduled; this applies to all visits regardless of the stage of visit planning.  
• Any student, faculty or staff member who has returned from a Level 2 and Level 3 country within the 
last four weeks or who has been exposed to someone who has traveled to one of those locations 
should contact the Office of International Programs for specific instructions. 
• Faculty or staff travelling to countries added to the list while they are in country will be required to 
self-quarantine in a University prescribed manner for a minimum of 14 days upon their return and 
before they will be permitted to return to campus.   
While Kettering’s policies do not regulate personal or non-University-sponsored travel, all members of 
the community planning to travel internationally are strongly urged to carefully consider their travel 
plans. Any faculty or staff member engaging in personal travel to or from any Level 2 and Level 3 
country, including Italy, Japan, South Korea, China, and Iran is required to report that travel to the Office 
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of International Programs prior to departure until further notice. I also ask that faculty and staff consider 
limiting discretionary domestic travel until further notice, including conference travel. 
We strongly encourage students to avoid personal travel to these areas as well. If you do choose to 
undertake such travel, prior to returning to campus you will be required to self-quarantine in a University 
prescribed manner for a minimum of 14 days and possibly more upon your return.  Furthermore, be 
advised that local quarantines in those countries are likely, commercial flights to and from them may be 
canceled, and re-entry to the US from some destinations may be very difficult, if not impossible, until 
further notice.  
Study Abroad Programs and International Students 
At this time our travel and study abroad programs to Germany and Spain have not yet been impacted. But 
this may change as circumstances warrant. Students in these programs who have concerns about their 
status should contact the Office of International Programs in AB Room 3340 or via 
international@kettering.edu or (810) 762-9869.  
To date, our partner institutions in Germany and Spain have not communicated to us any concerns 
regarding the impact of COVID-19 on their operations or student programs, and at this time they do not 
expect to make any changes to their program plans or availability as a result. In the event that some or all 
of our programs are ultimately cancelled or postponed, we will work with all impacted students to ensure 
they have appropriate continuation options for the term(s) they were scheduled to be on travel.  
Historically, status decisions on individual Kettering overseas programs are made on a case-by-case basis, 
guided by official recommendations from international and national agencies and by University policy. 
We will cancel a foreign study program only upon review of any Level 4 State Department warnings and 
Level 3 CDC warnings (in addition to information from other resources) evaluating whether the warnings, 
given the specific circumstances of the program, merit a cancellation.  The implications of program 
cancellation include high financial loss to students, academic and co-op reassignment challenges, 
potential financial aid and housing issues, and the possibility of creating a level of fear on campus that the 
underlying risks do not in fact warrant.  
We will not hesitate to cancel a program, though, if our assessments indicate that doing so is warranted, 
and we have developed contingency plans for our students in the event that cancellation of a program 
becomes necessary.  
Many students impacted by this situation have reached out to us over the past few weeks, as have 
members of their families. Overwhelmingly, both have expressed their desire to see our study abroad 
programs continue as planned if at all possible. While the safety and wellbeing of our students is our top 
and abiding priority, it is important that we also consider the desire of our students to continue in their 
programs, given they are properly informed of the potential risk of doing so. 
Given the rigor and demands of our University, students who wish to incorporate a study abroad 
experience into their college career have to work diligently over many terms to make it possible. For 
many, this will be their only chance to study abroad, given the limited time they have remaining at the 
University to do so before they graduate. It would be a disservice to these students to cancel their 
programs impulsively without thoughtfully and thoroughly evaluating the situation in its entirety. 
The situation remains fluid, though, and we are receiving contradictory guidance at the present time. For 
example, the CDC recently recommended that colleges should “consider” postponing or canceling 
upcoming student foreign exchange programs, whereas the National Association of International 
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Educators (NAFSA), a highly respected governing organization that oversees foreign exchange programs 
in the US, recommends that “institution[s] work with state and local public health officials to determine 
the best approach for its students and scholars,” which we have for some time already been doing.  
NAFSA has further advised us that in its assessment (considering the specific population going abroad to 
study compared with that impacted by COVID-19) that the risk to our students is low, indeed as low or 
lower than that posed by influenza. In response, the majority of U.S. institutions (including Michigan 
State University and the University of Michigan) are continuing to offer programs to all countries outside 
of Korea, China, Milan, Italy, and in a few cases Singapore and Hong Kong.  
We are continuing to closely monitor the situation, using sources including the CDC, NAFSA, the World 
Health Organization (WHO), State Department, and we are also reviewing the recommendations made by 
U.K. and Canadian governments. These sources all currently report that the majority of study abroad 
programs based in Europe are still operating normally.  
If conditions do worsen, we will determine whether to cancel programs pre-departure or after departure.  
In the event that changes impact students already abroad, we will decide whether to bring students home 
or assist them in remaining in place, based upon the recommendations of these sources. And of course, if 
there are changes, all participants will be notified immediately.  
We are also making provisions for international students and colleagues currently in residence at our 
University. If you are in this situation, we encourage you to contact the OIP to discuss your particular 
situation and needs if you have not done so already.  
Influenza 
As we prepare for the possible impacts of COVID-19, it is important also to note that we are also in the 
middle of a very active influenza season, the symptoms of which can be very similar to the coronavirus 
and often more severe. We encourage everyone in the Kettering community to familiarize themselves 
with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) recommendations for preventative actions 
to reduce the risk of developing influenza. The CDC recommendations as well as additional information 
on the current influenza season may be found on the CDC website at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/season/faq-flu-season-2019-2020.htm .  
All Kettering students, faculty and staff are strongly encouraged to take responsibility for their own health 
and the health of others by adopting habits to prevent and slow the spread of influenza.  Self-monitoring 
for symptoms of flu, social distancing, diligence in prevention, and if directed by a health care 
professional, self-quarantine are all essential to disrupt the transmission of influenza. The same is true of 
COVID-19.  Please stay out of class and home from work if you feel sick - and if unsure of the need to do 
so, follow the guidance of your health care professional. Non-medical professionals, such as supervisors 
and classroom instructors, are not in a position to provide such guidance and should not do so.  
The University Wellness Center is open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and can be contacted by calling 
(810) 762-9650. If you have serious or ongoing symptoms, you are encouraged to call your family doctor 
or urgent care. 
Contingency Planning 
Given the possibility of COVID-19 community spread in the US, our crisis management team has been 
engaged in planning on multiple levels. I have asked administrative and academic leaders on campus to 
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review our continuity plans and to take appropriate steps to ensure that we are prepared in the unlikely 
event that normal University operations are disrupted by the spread of the virus in the US.  
Members of the Faculty in particular can prepare for such a possibility by gaining or refreshing their 
knowledge of instructional technology managed by Kettering Global that supports the synchronous and 
asynchronous online offering of classes. These will be employed to continue academic instruction in the 
event that our normal operations are disrupted. Members of the Kettering Global team will be providing 
instructional opportunities for the Faculty specifically for this purpose.  
Useful links and websites: 
University FAQs – my.kettering.edu 
CDC’s COVID-19 updates – https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/  
World Health Organization COVID-19 updates – https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-
coronavirus-2019  
We will continue to monitor this situation closely with the safety of our community as a top priority.  We 
will share future updates via internal communications, mykettering, kettering.edu, and official University 
social media platforms. 





Dr. Robert K. McMahan 
President & Professor of Physics 
